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No. 132,
Hon. Joseph Howe to Reverend Mr. Thibault.
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE rox em8 Ext RS
December 4th,
Sm,—Rufemnv to the conversation held with a Committee or lhe Pairy Council
your kind conser ndertake the delicate task of representing, in
ojmotion. i Gl i & aber sand_policy of this Government to the

people of the Hudson's Bay Territo nded by His Excellency the Governor
General, to convey to yor

or your guidance, the grounds of
the hope entertained here that your mission of peace unl conciliation will be entirely
suceessful.

You will not fail to direct the ati
bordars of the Red River and Ass

ion of the mixed society inhabitiag the cultivated
siniboine fo the fact which comes within your daily
knowledge and observation, and is patent to all the world, that in_the four Provinces of
this Dowminion, men of all origins, creeds and complexions, stand upon one broad footing
of perfect equality in the eye of tze Government and the Iaw, and that no Administration
eould confront the enlightened public sentiment of this country which attempted to act
in the North-West upon principles more restricted and less liberal than those which are
firmly established here.

8o far as you may have intercourse with the Indian Chiefs and peaple, you will be

enough to remind them that while bloody and costly Indian wars have raged, often
for long periods, in_ different scetions of the United States, there has oan 1 e bl
the Tndiaus in any of the Provinces of B ica since the conquest.  For more than
@ century the Micmacs of Nova Scoti ed in peace, while the rights of the
Milicetes of New Brunswick have been respected.  Everywhere within the Canadas the
progress of settlement, while it furnished new employments to the Indians, was rendered
practicable Ly treaties and seunguments mutnally satisfuctory, that have formed the
secure hasis of the sympathy and cooperation which have distinguished the Canadians
and Indians not only since the Treaty o€ Pl bub ftum: o ehcash exploration of the
sy,
may fairly be assuned that  thojust nml  judicions trestment of the Indian tribes
Tt e o ightest page in t merica. _Canadians eannot afford to
sully it by any ungenerous treatm il in the North. West.

That the disturbances which have taken place at and around Winnipeg and Fort
Garry have grown out of vague n|-|nrel.|uman~ of danger incident to the transition state
of things which the action of the Imperis] Governnient and Parliament rendered inevit-
able, there is no reason to doubt.

But it is quite apparent that, underlying what is natural and pardonable in this
movement, there hevo been agencios st ‘work which loyal subjects cannot countenance ;

that artfl attempts have been mad to mislad the people by the most fagrast and
Sheant misrepresentations. Had the Queews Government or the Government of the
Dominion imitated the rash and reckless conduct of some of those who have taken part
in this disturbance there would ere this have been bloodshed and civil war in Ru
the frontier as the fire spreads upes
the prairie. hmm.n«lv cu]mvl oritiolla bave preailad both B England and at Otta
The Proclamation of the Queen's Representative, with copies of which you will be rumuhed
in meh and Englhh will convey to Her people the solemn words of their Soverei

0, possessed of nmple powe: 45 cnfoiob Hlsr suibhoriny, yob panfidls i S oyt o
Sithctonato atiachmment t Fio Thopos

BT Csiriciion s 60 MeDougall on the 28th of September, long before

was any reason to apprehend serious opposition on the Red Riser, will show how
umrly groundless were the suspicions and apprehensions of unfair treatment which have
been widely circulated in the North-West, and to which, unfortunately, some of the
Canadian newspapers, for party purposes, at times gave the mischiovous colour of their




authority. You will perceive that at no time was the absurd idea entertained of ignoring
the municipal and political rights of the people of the North-West. That the ouly two

xsons that Mr. MeDougall was ally instractl 0 call to s id were Govornoe
MeTavish and Judge Black, who weve known to be universally respected, and that any
“subsequent seloctions wero to ba first reported ero with the. grounds of his. bolief they
h in the confidence and affections of the people.

All the Provinces of the British £mpire which now enjoy representative institutions
ve passcd through . probationary period, till the growth
cal training prepared them for selfgovernment. In the
United States the tervitories are ruled from Washington till the timo arrives when they
can prove their fitness to be included in the fan States, and in the walls of Congress
hallenge he full messure of power and free development which American citizenabip

cludes.

Tt is fuir to assume that some such fraining us bunan, socity roquires in ll free
conniren nay be usell i not indispensab o River, it of this you may be s
that the Goveruor General and his Cowncil will gl dy when the
Queen can conter with their entire approbation the L verument on
Her subjects in that region, compatible with the presc e inton Tl 1 e R
continent, and she integrity of the empire

think it unnecessary to make more than apassing reterenca to the sots of folly
and indiscretion actributed to persons wio have assumed fo represent the Dominion and

J 5 1 o, but who have acted on their own. responsiblity, snd. without.the
knowledge or the sanction of t

Tn undertaking, at this inclement season of the year, so long a journey in the public
service, you displuy, Venes v, a spirit of patriotism which T am commanded to
emze Jou s iully approciated by the Queen's Representative and by the Privy Council.

wexwu

EE

ed,) Joser Howe,
Secretary of State for the Provinces.

To the Yy Reverend Mr. Thi
Grand Viear, ¢

alt,

No. 133,

(Copy.)
PROCLAMATION.

Caxaa.

¢ John_Young, Baronet, a Member of Her
Knight Grand Cross of the Most

\u.ght Grand Crosw of the Most Distinguished Order
Saint (vuilﬂ.‘ Governor General of Can
cts of Hor Majesty the Queen, und to all to whom thess

By Hu Lxu-llun) The Right “ollanv
st

Bl vy ke Lo
presents shall come,

The Queen hus clarged me, a5 s Her Representative, to inform you that she has heard

t certain misguided persons in wments on the Re

v ”.W,u.p entry into Her North-

Western Territorie: adwivister, in Her name, the Government
 ndes the’ authority of tho

B i o t those parties have also
B e i i o e ol vt foom S e

ssmurd, thas she may sy upon tho loyuly of Hor mjects in
el s illegally joined togeth

er ty feels
the North-West, and b
have done so from some m

The Queen is convinced that in sanctioning b6 union of the North West Territoriey




ith e, s is promoting the best ntersts of the residents, and o, the same time,
strengthening and consolidating Her North American possessions as lv.m of the British

pire. You may judge then of th h which the Queen views
the unreasonable aud Jawless proce

Her Majesty commands me to s that she will alwags be ready, throngh
0 as Hor Bepressntative, to rodrees all well ounded. grivasoss end s a8 St
structed me to hear and consider any complaints that may be made or desires that may
be exprosted to me s Governor Genera

e time she has charged me to exercise all the power and authority with
S Fueioe et me, in the support of order and the suppression of unlawful
disturbance.

Her Majesty's uthoriy T do thersforeassursyou, (hat o the union with Canada,
all yourcivil and religious rights and privileges will ho respected ; your properties secured
30 708 aid'yocr countey will bo guverao sa'in the jash utiler BAKG' TewE RS
the spirit of British Justice.

X do furthr, under Her wuthority, entroat and conmand those of you who ar skl
astembled o bt togeher i defnnesof L, pescosbly to disperse and return to your
homes under the penaltics of the Law in case of disobe

And I do lastly inform you \I ha case of your in nll\o(lmbe and peaceable obedience
and dispesion I shall order that no legal procelings be taken agaiast any acies mpli-

Rl fockuraty besasion of the

i e my hand and seal Ottawa, this sixth day of December,
the Year of Our Lord One thonsand mgln, Tnindred and sixty-nine, and in the Thirty dhird
year of Her Majesty’s Reign.

Joux Youse.
No. 134,

Governor General Sir John Young to Bishon Tacké.
Orrawa, Feb. 16th, 1870,

Mr oman Lowp Bistior.—I am anxious to express to you bforo you st ouby the
deep sense of abliga h oo s dueto you fo civing up you rsiiencot Rome,
leaving the wing sfikice i witi dertaking

B e i rorees d long journey ncross this
continent, for the purpose of rendering servic: o Ha \|..;my s Governinent, and engasing
in & mission in the cause of peace Lord Granville wi jim-
self of your valuable assistance from the ontset, and Lum heartily glad that you i pmvad
wiling to aflor it 3o promply nml gonerously.  You ars fuly . passsson of the vinws

imy Govermment, and the vernment, as T informed you, is eamest in the
enir o peo tho North: Weat Tor u\vmnwl to the T on’ equitable conditions.
T need not mwmpt to furnish you with any instructions for your suidancs bayond thoss
contained in the telegraphic messige sent nue by Lord Gr the part of the British
Cubint, (n the Prochmation which 1 drew up in_accordance with that message, and in
the letters which I addressed to Governor McTuvish, your Vicar-General, and Mr. Smith.
In this st ltter Lwiote; A1l who e compliics (o make or wishes to express, to
“ address themselves to r s Representative, and you may state with the
“ utmost confidence, that the Tmperial Govecsuiti Tan i, Jntaiat' o RTINS
¢ o permitting othersto et othrwise than i perfect good futh towardsthe inhabitanta
 River District and of the North-

L peple may rely that respect and attonion ¥l b extened o 0 NG

religious persuasions, that title to every description of property will be carefully guarded,
B {10 facvhine which bavg, mbsirod 0w Shi m» eople may prove them:
“ selves qualified to exercise, shall be duly continued or liberall

N0 Miiring the’ desire 50 dotsvcrination of Hee. Jaj e:lys Cabinet, you may
“ safely use the terms of the ancient formuls, that right shall be done in all cases.”
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T wish you, my dear Lord Bishop, a safe journey, and suecoss in your benevolent
‘mission.
Believe me, with all respect,
Fuithully yours,
(Signed,) Joux Youa.
Right Rev. Bishop Taché,

(Copy.) No. 135.
Sir Clinton Murdoch to Sir Frederick Rogers.

Orrawa, 28th April, 1870,
Sir,—Since my letter of 21st inst., the negotiations in connection with the Red
River Territory have made considorablo’ progress. At that date Messrs. Ritchot and
Soatt, two of the delogutas wero st in custody, bit they wero dischorged on Monday,
tho 25t sk, hore being in fact o legul evidence to convict them with the excention of
Scott by order of Riel. Since their discharge the ministers have been in constant com-
munioation. with ther on the subject of the oanster o the Territory, and it is hoped that
satisfactory arrangements for that purpose will be completed by the end of the week.
By the present mail the Governor General will, T believe, transmit to Farl Granville
2 copy of the terms proposed by the Red River delegates as the conditions of annexagion
to Canada. T my letter of 2st fnstant 1 referred to theso terms as comprising
conditions that were inadmissable. At that time I was but imperfectly acquainted with
them, having only heard them read over. A subscquent examiuation of them has how
ever confirmed the opinion I then expressed.
ts that might admit of discussion, it is suficient to
sable.
rincipally the 13t and 1th which would place the whele land in the
Territory at the disposal of the present inhabitants, thus enabling them to prevent tho
construction of a Pacific Railway, and to impede the ingress of immigrauts, should they
desire, as is not unlikely o do so.
Tho 10th and 116 conditions are also inconsistent with the arrangements entered
ument and the Hudso ‘ompany, and sanctioned
Gemnity to el Sad. his abetioes
for the exacution of Seott, and 4o All others for the plunder of the. Hadson's By
Company's stores, and for other damages committed during the disturbances ; concessions
which this Government could not venture even if it had the power to grant; while the
condition which though not contained in tho terms, was conveyed to Judgo Black and
the other delegates in writing, that whatever ws agreed to hero must be subject to
confirmation by “the Provisional Government,” would have involved a recognition of the
auchoriy of Riel ad bis asocates, ud would Lave enabled i to postpone indfiaitly
the transfer of the Territor;
B G 8 tctoumatanoce there was no choice but m rr_‘cct these terms, and to
eandeavor o arcangs othes that would no bo open o abjo
Tn this task the M 1 ever sinco lho dischrgs of Mewrs.
Bkt pa Beots from custody; aad there 1 srery reason to that they will be
nhle at once to settle conditions which the delegates, who may m.xy be considered to
 tho wishes aud inereta of the peoleof Fid Rive, ,will be propured to accept
lnd whwh will n inconsistent with the interests of the Domi this can be
instructions o Hoe Majoky's Covacibast
ad v Troops should not be employed
in forcing the Soverciguty of Canada on e pgpul.«nol\, should they refuse to admit
" have been garried out not in spirit only b
i st iy sracgemanis e
Earl Granville will, of course, re m the Sscrotasy g s full ot
sbionco tat tjeo. | Tus, I phiv e Tt ot G Lindsay to apply f
—21

into between Her Majesty's Gov
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permission to increase the number of regular troops in the expedition, making a corres-
ponding reduction in the local forces. No additional expense will be entailed either on
the Home Government or the Dominion. On the contrary the expense may probably be
reduced, while the efliciency of the expedition will be impro

is so important to+avoid the possibility of a check that I presume the Home
Government will accede to General Lindsay's proposition.

ligence which had previoudy re N
territory s small in numbers, and powerful only by the possession of arms and the habit
of using them, that a considerablo proportion, even of the French, and all the English
and Scotch settlers are anxious for the union with Canada ; and that no armed resistance
on the par of Riel and bis adherents need he apprehended. 1t is considered certain that
Riel, on the advance of the expedition, will leave the territory and seck refuge beyond
the British Dominion.

T have remained here at. the desire of the Governor General, and shall continue to
do 50 as long as His Excellency wishes it. When he thinks my presence no longer noces-
sary I shall proceed to Toronto, Montreal and Quebec, to enquire into the arrangements
for emigrants, and subsequently to New York and Washington.

1 have, &o.,
(Signed)  J. W C. Murpocw.

Sir F. Rogers, Bart., K.C. M.

&, &e., &o.

No. 136.
. Sir Joln Young to Earl Granville.
Orrawa, 30th May, 1870
My Lonp,—T have the honor to enclose a capy of u letter from the ather
May 26, Ritchot, one of the delegates from the Red River settlement, forwarding
a Petition to the Queen with a request that I would transmit to Your Lord-
May 2. ghip for presentation to Her Most Gracious Majesty, and also a copy of the
reply which 1 caused to be sent to Father Ritchot's request.
have, &e.,

(Signed)  Jomx Youxo.
The Right Honorablo
Earl Granville, K. G.,
ko, &e,, o
No. 137.
Enclosure in Sir Jokn Young's Despatch of 30th May, 1870.
Orraws, 26th May, 1870.
Sin,—T have the honor herewith to forward to you a petition to Her Most Gracious
Majesty, with a request that His Excellevcy the Governor General may bo pleased to
transmit to the Right Honorable the Secretary of State for the Colonies, with & view to
it being laid a the footof the Throne for tho favorable consideration of Her Majesty.
ave, de.,

(Signed)  N. J. Rurcmor.

The Governor's Secretary. :
[Por Father Ritchots Petition, dated 26th May, 1870, ses page 76.]

No. 138.
Lieut.-Col. McNeil to Rev. Father Ritchot.
cawa, 28th May, 1870.

St,—T beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your lotter of the 36th instant,
addressed to Mr. Turville, who is absent, conveying the request that the petition to

(Copy:)
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Queen, which it mwm})-metl may be laid at the foot of the Throne for the fnvnnbla = '
sideration of Her Majesty ; and in reply, I am directed by the (znvaruor General to
you that he will not fail to transmit the petition in due course to Earl Gnnvxlle [m-
‘presentation to Her Most Gracious Majesty.
AT
(Signed,)  J. C. McNen
Lu.-melmnt Cnlmlel
The Rev. Father Ritchot. tary Socrotary.
No. 139.
Sir Jokn Young to Earl Granville.
Ni1acara, July 6ih, 1870.
My Imm,—I have the honor to forward herewith a copy of a communication which
1 he

ave received from Dr. James Lynch, stating certain reasons which make
it, in his opinion, inexpedient to proclaim a general amnesty in favor of all

July 18, 1870, o4 incoted with the rocent disturbancos at. Red Ri
T have &e.
(Signed,)  Jomy Yousa.
Tho Right Honorable,
The Earl Granville, K. G.,
, &, &

No. 140.
Dr. Lynch to the Governor General.
Quex's Horer,
Toroxto, July 1, 1870.
Max 1t Preask Your Excerueycy,—T have on several occasions had the honor of
addressing Your Excellency on bohalf of the loyal portion of the inhabitants of the
River Settlement and having heard that there is a possibility of the Government favoring
the grantng of an wmnesty for ll offnces, o the robels of Red includis
Riel, 0'Donoghue, Laping and others oftheie ealors, I fcl i o b
the loyal people of the Territ o protest moststrongly against an act that would bo
unjost to thew and t the same o n record the reasons which wo consider
render such clemency not only lm\'m xmnl cruel but also_injudicious, impolitic and
dangerons. d respectfully to lay before Your Excellency
on bebalf of those whom 1 represnt, the reasons which - lead protest aguinst the
Jeaders of the rebellion being i an ampesty, and for which we claim they should
be axcluded from it effecs
general amnesty would be a serious reflection on the loyal people of Red River
Settomedis ko, throughout,this wholo afsir, have shown 8 tru syrit of loyalty and
devotion to their Sov S Ao Deitiah Sotibutions. Manthe. befors M, Blalioagil
064 that ho had beosa appointed: Goveruor. Ho had rosigid
uents prior to his departure. The
read these announcenents, and on the publication of his
he ¥ Arms at its head, they had every
n to consider that thLl Q-wm |IL‘“I A' called for services,
These services were cheer they were mnu!b ed in the Queen’s name to put
down  rising that was o Pballion ¢

as trampling under foot all law
sh subjects from entering or passig through British territory. For this
r months, for this they were 10bbed of all they possassed, and for
this—the erimie of. obeying the call of his —one tenehearted loyal Canadinn
v-u eruelly and foully murdered. An amne e perpetrators of these outra;
our Guven\msm we hold to be a serious reflection on the conduct of the loyal inhabitants
condemuation of their loyulty.
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t is an encouragement of rebellion; Riel was guilty of treason when he refused
permission to Mr. McDougall, a British subject, to enter British territory, and drove liim
away by force of arms ; he set law at defiance, and committed an open act of rebellion.
He sl knew that Ms. $foDougall had ben nominated Governor, kew that by Bad
resigned his seat in the Cabi that he had bid furewell to his constituents, yet
Te drove him out by force of m,.,, and when the Queen’s proclamation was issued —for

L hie knew by the Queen's authority—he tore iz up, scattered the type used in printing
it, defied it, and imprisoned, robbed nnd murdersd those whose ouly erim in his eyes
was fhat. they had obeyed

Tt may be said that Rl kaew that Mz, BeDongal had nio auihority to fsne & gro;
clamation in the Queen’s name ; a statemeat of this kind would lead to the inferenco that
18 was the remlt of secvet inforssation, and of  conapiracy Ariong Sowe i high posionk
This had sometimes been suspected by many, but hitherto has never been believed. An
amnesty to Riel and other leaders would endorsation of their acts of treason, robbery,
nd e, and ghersforo e sncouragement o rollo.

3. An amnesty is injudicious, impolitic and dangerons if it includes the leaders—
somo of these who have been robbed and uuprlxnn»(l who have seen their comrade and
Bllow prisoner lod out and batchersd in_oold-tlood, seing the 1ew Joeles to proect
the innocent and punish the guilty, might in that wild spirit of justi vengeance,
take the life of Riel or some other of the leaders. Should this \\nfortunntuly Tappen,
the attempt by means of law to punish the avenger would be attended with serious d:lﬁ-
eulty, and would not receive the support of the loyal people of the Territory, of
Ganaian emigrants who will be pouring in, or of ‘the piople of the clder Provinose—
trouble would arise and further disturbs k outin the settlement. It would be
argued with much forco that Ricl had murdered a loyal man for no crime but his loyalty,
and that he was pardoned, and that when a loyal man taking the law into his own hands
execnted a rebel and & murderer in vengeance for a murder, he would be still more
entitled 0 a pardon, and the result would be that the law could not be carried out when

e enforcement of the aw would be an outrage to hs sense of Justce o the commuity
i b L contempt. A full amnesty will produce this result, and
e londaiand n Togaey of futeraal siscamion enthlad wpe SomiGoenty oyl

4. Tt will destroy ail confidence in the administration of law and maintenance of
order ; there could be no ml.ugo( security for life, liberty or property, in a country where
treason, murder, robbery, and other crimes had been opesly parpersted and atieevaris
condoned und pardoned sweepingly by the highest nuthoritie

roceedings of the. insurgent leaders, previous to the attempt of Mr.
McDung-ll to enter the Territory as well as afierwards, led muny to expect that Riel and
sociates were in collusion with certain persons holding high official positions, although
m,.ema it could ot b belived. | An amaesty grunted o xl\clndlug every one would
confirm these suspicions, preclude the possibility of diss and leave o lasting
% i i 4 good fith of the Cenadian Govecsima
o vespectfully submitting these arguments for Your Excallency’s most favorablo
considecation, T wish Your Exeolenoy o understand that it is nob the objeot of this pro-
test to stand in the way of an amnesty to the great mass of the rebels, but o provide
agoinst the pardon of the ringleaders those designing men who have inangurated and
Kot alivo tho dificulties and disturbances i the Red River settlement,and who have led
on their innocent dupes from one step to another in the commission of Dy fal
statements and by lppe‘lmg to their prejudices and passions.

T have, &e.,
(Signed)  Jaes L.

To His Excalen -

ir John Young, G. C. B., G, C.M. G,

"y o, e,
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No. 141.
Lord Kimberley to Si7 John Young.
owxixG Streer, Srd August, 1870,

1m,—I have the honor to u:knnwledge the receipt of your despaich, No. 149, of

he o July, enlosng o cop of 8 letter sddrumed to you by Dr. Jumes Lynch, in

which he states the rensons i his opinion mako it inexpediont that a general

smneaty should be proclaimed in S Bevoeof ol hoos oo weks sommmned 14 eI
turbances at Red Rive

1 bave, &e., e
Signed) IMBERLEY.
Governor.General s
The Right Honorablo
Sir John Young, Bart, G.C.B.
No. 142,
Lieut-Governor Archibald to the Secretary of State for the Provinces.
(Copy.) Govemwext House,
Huicrs, September 0t 1671,

Sin,—I have the honor to enclose you a memorial signe  hundred
o the French hnltbroed inbabitanta of Manitabe i which tho
other things, that at the time of
Sstlemani b the troublen then existing i tain Proviaoe, the
were formally promised that no half-breed or other inhabitant of the Province should bo
molested in respect of any part he had taken in the movement here—a promise, the;
confirmed by the Government of Canada and reiterated on the part of the British Govern-
et by i Clinton Murdoc, and praying that T should take sach scton i sepeh of
the mamnnal eithr b transmitting it to the proper aufhorities, as would
B | S sp)shuscion i uncesinese ovossicned by ibe filure of the Qv
Tiontof Canada to flll the promisesallged to hvo been made.

The memm-lnl vuu presented to me by Mr. Beauchemin, Member of the Provincial
Parliament for o0 bea of hismeclf snd he othor Mouhten of + Coikitine
el by you will find & copy of the paper accompanying the
‘memorial.

 Thavo explained to Mr. Boauchemin that [ have no personal knowledgo of ny such
s baving been made, but that T should transmit the memorial to Ottawa. to be
In‘ought before HR Excellency, |hr Gm ernor General, at as early a
have therefore to request you to submit the sume to His Excellency, and to be
favored. with as litto delay s possible with tho an
potitioners, and with instructions o govern my action in the other maties efrred 0 in
© memorial.

Lk the hanor o b, Sir,
‘oug obedient servant,
The Honorable ESlgm.d Apaks G. Ancursato.
The Secretary of State
For the Provinces.

No. 143.

Secretary of State for the Provinces to Licutenant-Governor Archibald.
‘OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE PROVINCES,
Orrawa, 22nd Scptember, 1871,
Si, —! have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your despateh, No. 266, of the
6th instant, enclosing a memorial presented to you by cerfain of the French halfbreeds
o tha Proviaes of Manitobs, praying that the nécossary measures may bo taken to e




198

thom from the conseuences of any pact. they ey havo taken n the disturbancssat Red
River in the winter of 1869-
The memorial will be suhmnwl foe the ealy considerntion of the Governments
ave the lionor to be, Sir,
Vour obedient servant,

(igued) = Guare Powgr,
r the Under Secretary of State
The Honorable A. G. Archibald, For the Provinces.
Lisut-Governor,
Fort Garry.
No. 144.

Beauchemin, Brucs and Lepine to Lisutenant-Governor Archibald.

(Translation.)
Sr. Nowsesr, 25th July, 1871,

T pLEASE YOUR ExcrrLexcy,—We have the honor to inform you that we nave
been instructed by the persons who have
e th mid Petiion fo yo and wo rquest that pormision b granted s o pmm it
to Your Excelloncy, in the confidence and hope that Your Excellency will

‘mises.

Wo have the honor o be
Your Excellency’s most humblo
And obedient servants,
(Signed,) ANDRE BEAUCHEMIN,
Heruixioiioe Bruce,
% sx10E LEPINE.
To His Excellency
Tho Honorable A. G, Archibald,
Lieut.-Governor of Manitoba.

No. 145.
To His Excellency
‘Tho Honorable Adams G, Archill
Lieutenant Governor of \[inlwbﬁ
The Petition of the undersigned, Metis and others, inhabitants of Manitoba, respectfully
heweth :—

That at the time when the arrangements were concluded at Ottawa in the spring of
1870, between the Government of Canada and the delegates from the North-Wost, with
slissics to the entey.oto the uoadian Confedeation of the olony of the Hed River
and the North-West Territory, it was expressly understood and concluded, and formally
yromued on the ,.m of the Government of Canada, mpmwnw\ in the said arrangements
by n A. Macdonald, Minister of Justice, and Sir George £. Cartier, Minister of
Miiia, that oo Motis o oiher inhabltant of the ed e country should be in any
way troubled or annoyed for having taken part in any way in the movement aud political
diffoulties whioh had taken place several months previously botween corain sontending
parties in the said colony of Red Rive

That that promise was explicit on tho part of the Ministers above mentioned,
speinlly wuthorizad by the Ottawa Cabinet 10 et with the deegates from the North:
West,—that it was atiod and dechared anow by the Government of Cuda us  body,
and by Sir Clinton Mardoch, then uppointed by Englnd, and sent o Ottaws n orler 1
settle the aforesaid difl oot g Govienmeii Al 0
e delogaten from the North. Wes might not be abis fo some
to an understanding.

"That farcher, the right of the Metia ot to bo molestod in consequence o that move
ment was undeniably established by the very fact that the Dominion Government,
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autborized and directed to that end by the Tmperial Government, negotinted with the

leg

The result of those negotiations and agroements was (ho Manitobn Aty whih s

based upon the demands of the Metis and inhabitants of the North-West, presented to the
of Canada by the ab 1 delegates.

That your petitioners wish to point out that the people of the Red River country,
who also negotiated with the Canadian Government by means of their delegates, have
conformed exactly and in every respect to the conditions contained in the arrange

e and in consequenc, they ave a ight to claim tho fltlment of
the promises which were then made to

That your petitioners have been Iy ot Vil whaitret arrest have issued

some of the persons who took part in the above mention [l
for acts committed during the movement by reason of the movement, and in connection
with the movement itsclf.

That your petitioners consider that these warrants of arrest are irregular and unjus,
igasmuch ak iy are contrsy to the stipulatcns contained'in. the arrangements and i
violation of the prowmises made on thi

FTBaY tho lassing of theso warrants of arrest, although they have nob et boen
execated, creates much uneasiness among tho people, threatens tho security of the citizens,
and, consequently, public order in general.

That the primary cause of these diffisulties arises from doubts existing in various
quarters concerning this question ; certain persons belioving that they havo the right to
B i sascrs, aud your poistioners boing well sonvinsed thet Sheif Yeine
s st and irregular for the reasons above mentioned.

this uneasiness and theso apprehensions, as well as the mistrust which results
from lhum, may lead to_deplorable consequences. That your petitioners think that it
ould be deirable t bring to an end s soon ssite i Ao ko dhd " To858 bl

Bl fideocn 1o cxist botwean tho vaiions parties of the people.

For these reasons your petitioners addvess themselves to Your Excellency, and beg
that you will tuke what you may deem the most urgent measures, cither by your own
imedisto acton or by commiting the matter (o whose charge it ightly belongs, in order
to bring to an end as soon possible this uneasiness and these P

consequences which may aris thtn-fmm and your petitioners furthermore apply to
Your Excellency to know whether the ,;m..,.m which wes

will be carried out ; and in order that Your Excellen

arrest, of the naturé above mentioned, are  sathorised s, whotbar Shey s € bolREE A N

seeing that they are in direct violation of the arrangements concluded and prm\nss.s g s

at Ottawa as above mentioned ; your petitioners take the further liberty of asking Your

Excaloncy whether tho Government of Manitoha bas recived any nsiructions on_ this
subject from ernment; at Ottay

B oiicits Vo foe fusion, and will evec

(Signed,) Prrre Faicoxn,

And five hundred and forty (540) others.

st ancm Xavizn,
It July, 1871

No. 146.

Lord Lisgar to the Earl of Kimberley.
April 24 1872
My Lonp,—I have the honor to forward herewith an Address <0 Her Mn]uky the
5th February, 1872, Queen from the Legislutive Council and Legislative Assembly of
Province of Manitoba.
The Address adverts to the serious troubles which took place at the Red River,
and prays that the’ Legislature of Manitoba may be made acquainted with the action
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taken or which it may be Her Majesty's pleasure to take, with the view of
utuk'ymg justice and the hest interests of the country.
have, &o.,
(Signed)  Lisoan.
The Earl of Kimberley,
e, &o.
No. 147.
To the Queen's Most Eacellent Majesty.
Most Gractous Soveneray,—We, Your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects,
the Legislative Council und Legislative Assembly of the Province of Manitoba in Legis-
m.m Session assembled, desire to approach Your Majesty for the purpese of represent-

n.c during the period intervening between the passing of the Dominion Act for the

ernment of Rupert’s Land und the North-West Territories when the same
o e it to Canada, and the date when the union actually took place, very serious
troubles occurred in the country now known as the Province of Manitoba.

\om Majesty’s Imperial Government is the only authority cnmpmnc to deal
with this grave question, and that, in tho interests of peace and good order, it is not only
Tesirable but requisite that steps should be taken to settle, and §o b rast il ‘queetions
connected with such troubles.

Wo,theofore, humbly pay Your Majety to be graciously pleased, by and with the
adviceof Your Majsty's Most Honorable Privy Couneiltocommand tiat this Legislature
be made acquainted with the action reudy fakn, o which it my bs Your Ml
Royal pleasure to take, with the view ofsms[ymg Justice and.the best intereets of this
country.

W take this opportunity of assuring Your Majesty of our devotion and attachment
to Your Majesty's Person and Throne.

(Signed,) Jas. W. McKav,
Speskerof the Legilative Counl
ol o Topisurs e
I‘p‘mv:ngg::nf‘:’bmq 5, 1872.
No. 148.

Lieut.-Governor Morris to the Secretary of Stats for the Provinces.
Govemxxest Hous,
Forr Garry, January 16th, 1873.
Sin,—T have the honor to enclose you & copy of a document which was handed to me
under cover, addressed to Lieut.-Governor of Manitoba, by A. Beauchemin, Esq., M.P.P.,
on the 10th instant.
T have, &e,,
(Signed)  Avex. Momais.
The Honorable
The Secretary of State for the Provinces,
Ottawa.

No. 149.
Messrs. Riel and Lepins to Lisut.-Governor Morris.
(Translation.)

To His Excelleacy
e Lieut.-Governor of Manitoba.

Youn Exceiiexcy,—The Government at Ottawa, from the courso it has pursued in
 matter affecting us, seems disposed to throw upon us the entiro responsibility of the
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troubles which took place hero in 1869-70. The trath, nevortheless, is that during tho
ehole of that unhappy period, we havo been conplled to.dofend. ourselvs, agiinst con-
tinual aggressi

T parsona seat from Ottawa in the wintae of 1868-09, to survey the road from the
Lake of the Woods, manifested during. their residence at Point de Chene a strong hos.
sility to the ol inbabitantsof Assiniboia.  They 0 fur as to endeavor to obtain,
posession of the best portions of the properts of tho estallshment of St Abe, by in-
cluding them in o block of land which they preteniod they bl purchasol from tho

us. I order the better to secure will of tho Indians, in
it strugglo with us, they pandered to their worst vice by selling them iutoxicating
liquors in defiance of the las.

The following summer Mr Stoughton Dennis presented himself Among o s ruceapon
of the lands of the settloment, and actually commenced his e Company itself
rotested against these survoge ; and whon 3. Denni plen s operations on the
andaof private persons,thy, relying on their common law rights, romoustraed aguinst
such illegal trespass and forbad his conring upon their lands.

e bl e Rt person was coming as our Governo
with a Council mmle up_entirely of persons as unknown us himsolf; and that he was
taking st n with him, as part of his ordinary baggage, a large quantity of

ke iy
Sevoral hundred men rocently arrived in the countey, pastisansof Suow and Denais,
by whom most of them were emploed, bousted that. they had come in advance of Mr.
McDougall, as his soldiers, and that they were ready to support him by force of arms,
ieso things caused considerablo alarm in the settloment. A larga portion of the
settlors having organized themselves as a “ Nati Jommittee,” went. to meet Mer.
MeDongall, aud sent by two messengors o dospul i they told him not to enter
the settlemont until he had come to an ulhlcl:buulmw with thom. — On rocsiving the
denpach the fuiare Lisutanant Governor addressd the nin Joerbinnin. o
insulting language, and without making any of o the grounds of dis-
satisfaction of so large a portion of the B e Mol coming
to govern. On the following day he entered the Province, and proceeded towards Fort
Garry, with a view of taking up his residence at the seat of Government. - The selfstylod
(aoidisant) soldios them took up o very chrestening atitudo amongat us. They falked
of taking Fort Gurry. The knowledge of this scheme, which we were afraid would be
carried out, suggested tous the idea of seizing the Fort ; and we endeavoured to keep Mr
McDougall at a distance, in order that his party, which were so hostile to our
mght m, under such circumstances, get possession of the Government of our

B it briiy o dogtion it s, whola oo ey a1
Court Houssfor the purpa of taking counsel together,
thostato o i, which very duy becam
tho Gonvention adjourned to. ovening
Assizes. The opposite party were, in the meantime,
MeDougall to persuade him to use his autho
waut of B¢ Conpuay. M. NeDougul asum
and on that same day on which he threw the sottlement into anarchy, he took upon him-
sef alo the responsbility of A e g
perceive we were defending ourselves against the servants of the Canadian
O T emah ok ey stiasked s lmally, ot fafonen was ot rebaies
Sir John A. Macdonald, in a r(,pmm of the Privy Council of the 16th December
tells the Governor General that the resistance we made was not directed agei
Majsty, nor aguist tho Hudsos Bay ompu
ent, however, that the existing Government was abolished by Mr,
l[c'Dnugpll'!l e s ek e e A R
seurity, we procluimed on tho 8th December the formatioa of & Provisiona] Government,
—22

more
order to_allow the Courts to hiold the usual
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yiththe objet aimply of protsoing cur lives and proper

1869, the Secrctary of Sta the Provinces stated_ofi

our Government (the pmclwm on | effect

the only Government in_th wlll(-ml-m The Government, were it not then legal ] Sir

John, in his report already referrad to, says that the Government, considering the circum-

stances which gave it birth, Had o logel extoencn Most oarilaly(or o Eadibafi SH
ns on our side.

"The Canadien Commissonors, the Rev. i Thibault and Colone do Salabers, who
camo nto the setlement towards tho end of Decombo, 0l not hestat 1o recogaise
Provisional Government. In the month of January, 1370, a Im'ge mesting of the ity
tants of the settlement was held at Fort Garry, to i the et it et
of Mr. Donald A. Smith, a Commissioner specially sent out by the Government at
Ottawa. This large meeting ordered a Convention of forty delegates to examine more in
GH] B B’y sommiseion, 124 o' decids ae %0 whab akonla B g o (16 A
of the country. The Convention discussed what should be the terms of our union with
Canada.

ceived an invitation from the three Comumissi
Salaberry and Smith), in the name of C

ners (Mossrs, Thibaslt, do
da, to send a deputation to Ottawa,
immediately confirmed, by a ummn'nouu va!a
b2 vernment, which up to that time
had only been sustained by a_ portion of the citizens. Many of the British delegates to
s Convention were led 1 vote in_ this way by the late Mr. McTavish, who, being con-
by them, entreated them for the sake of order and peace to accept the Government,
e public determination met with some opponents. They misunderstood the wish of
the Convention; and with a view to overthrow it, seven or ight hundred persons met at
Kildonan, with arms, in a disorderly assembly, made
Schultz was there with all his luﬂncncu (ascendant)
whom we had taken prisoner, esca o
prisoner at Kildonan. ~ In attempti nu. eseape Parision killed a man.His own people
be lt him unmercifully in tarn. e following (n\' for.y-eight men of this murderous
e Boar’ Wiknipeg n miliney gulse. Thele st e Sdert i RIKOE
wldlem of the Provisional Government, to whom they surrendered their arms wncondi-

fonally.

ho o in command of the company was condomned to dosth and was about to
s eatoutnd, bt M, B tercded for bim and obtained bis parion cn coniton that
e et o i . the English parishes, and use bis influence to re-sstablis
order.

g

Mr. Sith, having secured for the Provisional Government the good-will and support
of all the English population, we thought only of forwarding the important work of
delegation which we had decided to send to Ottawa to agree with the Ministry as to our

entering into Confederation, when we found ourselves confronted by a new conspiracy to
provent the delogacs from leaving, (o cxcite the muses in Ontario against us and to
prevent us from coming to an i the Can

i s the, s 1o st Jmrnss sl G einizal sonold ot A0
troubles; they wsod every el i her pover, " The reslt was tht tho illitant of
Portage I Prairie soon wrote to the President of the Provisional Government that
had indeed all consented, at the request of the Canadian Commissioner, Mr. Smith, to
recognize the Provisional Government, but that hey had so doue solely 1o fulfil the con
ditions necessary to secure Boulton's lifs, and that they only waited farnn opportunity to
withdraw themsclves from the authority of the Provisional Government

The Tndians of the entire country —those below Fort do Pierro i
Portage, who were apparently tho most prtbembtn e country
with one of their attacks. Even the prisoners who were kept at Fort Garry, having hud
wind of these | lottings outside and being encouraged by them, were hurried on to acts of
axtreme violence. Many of them, notably Mr. McLeod and T. Seott, heat their prison




gates and insulted, and went o far as to strike their guards, inviting their fellow-prisoners
also o insult them.

Secing then that a punishment, long deserved and terrible, could alone restrain these
excited men, and finding onrselves compelled to avest evils with which we were threat-
o by tho inbalitats of the Portage couniring wih tho Inditns-—in & word to seurs
the triamph of poace and order whioh 1t was our duty fo establish throughout the satfle
ment, we had recourse to the full authority of Goverument

Consider the cireumstances ; let the motives be weighed ; if thero were a singlo act of
severity, one must not lose sight of the long courso of moderate conduct which gives us
heright to sy that, during our troubles of 1863-70, we sought o dise, rather than
ght, the lawlowsstrungers who woro maling war againat u

W {1 in aiabliing quich. We availed ourselres of 1 fo hneey B
e s i repaired a anco to Ottaw.

Sebults, Matr, Lynck, Monlkian and othes capital no_doubt of the affair
which took piace hore on ‘the 4th March, to inteasify in Ontario the agitation which it
was their object to excite there in their own favor, and against the delegates from the
North-West. But they wero now powerless to effect their object. In silencing our
intestine quarrels, as we had at lcugth succeeded in doing, the Provisional Government
had_become the maser of the position here, and consequently the only one who could
send delegates to Otta

Lynch and o d, notwithstanding, to pass themselves off for the true
sad uly delegutes o tho \o.th-\hm Their attempt fuiled. The Canadian Govern-

ally.  Sir Jobn and Sir Georgo being named for that
i o b sted wih Mours, Black, R i
Alfred Scott, who had receiy u:l from the of the Provisional Government their
momination and their com: ion

B e of sgrmement fncinand mmm diffe
s as follows :

“ That all the debts contracted by the Provisional Government of the North-West in
 reference to the llegal and rash measures which the servants of the Dominion Government

i

5

ut clauses, the nineteenth of which

“ acting under their orders, should_be in any way molested or have to answer for b
“ taken pat in the movement, or for anything which had led to the present ..pbm...m.
This condition our delegates & sine qud non. Sir John and Sir Geor
1, bk o plagatos aakod o guarantoes, The o minister *eplisd tumh thee
Endition as offctualy guariced by the very fact that a friendly understanding
exist I the North-West. The delegates w-pherl that they required,
s point, to satisty those whose interests they
ohn aud S Georgo &id not hesitate to sy that upon

They then proceeded to fra Manitoba BHL Befors iia fntrodusiion o)t
Legisluture, our delegates urged the necessity of now having the guarantee for the 19th *
clause. They referred the matter to the Governor Gen ,ll who assured them that the
algaies would e stifisd in thir demands ansocn s the two Foums had. pamed.te
Manitoba
Sir Glintoo Murdoch, the special delegate of Hee Majsty tho Queen to watch gver
o arrangements with the l'm\mlml Government, also assured the delegates that they
would be fully satisficd. tioned by ol o AL
galled the stntion ofthe Gor raiment o the fackthat ¢ was now cotne to put them
of the guaranteos in referenco to the 19th clause. The Governor Generd,
B s i s swicay.cf oo unbitanin of the NorthWonk dusing A1, Eo
time, requested the delegates to hurry their return to dheis v peoylc, i vl Lo explain
to them 85 s00n us possible the arrangements they had made with the Canadian Govern-
ek ab tho mime o aseuring tho delogates that the Government, would fake Taoaas
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before their arrival in the North-West to send the guarantee that no person should be
molested or held responsible for anything relating to the recent troubles,

s deegaton, althongh fcling satised from the ropeated and postivo ssuraaos of
such exalted personages, expressed nevertheless ars that the peoplo of the sottl-
et would ot thus be st and they cmm\l(wl Sir Clinton ) on the matter.

e Commissioner of Her oughit to be sufficient, for the delegates
 for the inhalitants of e Cor et Uk 1 B T given by the highest
jesty ; that upon this question as upon all the test of the arrange-

e th»-y should be satisfied.

T orler tocomplete these aangements,the dlegato aked cho Ministers authoried
tonegotiate with them whether Canada would appoint v the afairs of
the North West afer tho trasfer and before the mmn o the gl
The Ministers replied definite] ; let Riel and his il continue to maintain
“ order and peace until the ko of e Tisatatany Oct

The delegates returred to Fort Garry on the 17:h June, 1870. They made their
official report to the representatives of the entire settlement on the 24th June. The
Intee rutifled in tho Tlowse by v unaniimots vote the work of the Jelagatet snd the
Provisional Government notified the Honorable the S of State for the Provinces
that the people of the country by their representatives o coristed 44 Wt BETHEN

onfederation.

The despatch was placed in the hands of His Lordship the Bishop of St. Boniface,
who had worked so diligently to effect a reconciliation between the two countries. His
Lordship went hiwself to place this despatch in the hands of the Canadian Goverument,
and we felt assared that the arrangements would be carried out as concluded. We
continned to devote ourselves to the maintenance of pesco and oder antil the 16tk July
following, after the transfer of this country to the Dominion, until the urrival of t
Soups cn the 24th of Augush, 1870, in oniar o boewéit ‘Goihiliam il AACHYSKI NN
accordance with the exprossed wish of the Ministers at the close of the arrungements
with the delegater.

Ve remained at Fort Garry, exercising the authority which the people had previcusly
vt s VaiSraiting to withdraw oaly S o Seuipetans aathekity shacid Ghiie REAIH
us to assume the functions of Government.

Tu place of treating us as friends as the law of nations entitled us to be, Wolseley
entored the Province as wn enemy, and us 8 vetun for the car which we bad taken of
the Province and of th y orth-West, from the moment of its transfer,
Te \eupwpllluge everything in the Fort belonging to us.

o ¥ to prison, and allowed to be ill-treated by his soldiers, peaceable
S0d lipéciibl  citimns. - The commader of s g¥pedition (of peace Az civiie o)

for Canada, publicly branded as bandits the political friends of the President
& hlm Peovinional Goverinent with whon the Canadian Gorernment has beon negotin
d that Government. which had only exited for the malntenance of order nd
€ exceptional difficul
I dlicy tiod rertoed 15 our

dst the unfortunate animosities which for some
hegun to be allayed, and w ly understanding with Canada con-
h to diminish, and which the Canadian Government itself, by its fuithful
Stz of i asrsoment with s, could not v fuiled illfarther L decrea
he conduct of Wolseley was a renl calumity. Tt produced its victims. Ose of our
€o-patriots, & man in mach esteem in conseque menf s patii servi Adhth our troubles,
and wlo, cn two or three occasions, in ts of great difficulty, had materially con-
febuted o pravent the Todine from comiieicin thalr savage Tpetliiok {jaits, i
whites. Elzear Goulet, to whom our understunding with Canada gave confidence in
spite of the unfortunate arrival of Wolseley, returns to Winuipeg. There in noon-day
in the Jieart of the town four men rushel on him. Coulot secks protection in vain. Tho
e tnen portued o killed birn.  OF thesr, bwo wers” il men, aud wate sidhfn Ay
interfered with in consequence of what they did. The other two continued to show.
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themselyes in tho town, and have lived thers siuce in impunity under tho eyo of tho
authorities at.

Tanner »\lm was Killed by men sharing Wolseley's foelings. Tho rurder was also
Teft unpunishe

The ntubitan o tho settloment gencrally have been attacked in their persons and

their property, by the majority of the emigrants, and by a large number of the men
belonging to the militia,

And the Canadian anthorities leave us to be crushed.

And it is thus they expect to heal the wu\u\d\' cansed
troubles wich Lord Granville in his dispatch vern 30th Novem:
e, 1869, says wero Lrought abont by the sonduet of tho Canadisn Government,

Sines the 24th August, 1870, wa have boen cajoled by tho Ottawa Government, left
‘without protection, and afterwards robbed of our liberty. ~ Individual domestic happiness
was impossiblo j*our Jives were in constant, danger. ~ What reason has the Canadian
Govecamant thos to postpone o e injury of everything that people hold i
ment of the sume promises they lad giver us 1 The Government at Ottawa coutd not, in
the face of the whole world, evade the inauguration of the grand principle of liberty con-
sécrated by thei agreement with us and by the Manitoba Aot s0 hobly spproved by both

lect everything else, and overy duy tho influonce of
r the purpose of preventing the [
¥, more, the fandamental pr

ment from discharging its duty tow
Constitution was. \mlmrd The n‘pu‘(l‘n(nll of the Electoral Division of St. Vital
resigned his seat i Local House \ollmtmh ; and, ordance with the necessary
legal formalities, his constituents acoep applaud his resignation. What is dxe con-
duck of the authorities! They have already declared fhey refuse o accept
Beauchemin's resignation. And against whow are these arbitrary acts directed 1 Ag.mm
those who from 24th August, 1870, have in reality preserved the peace of the country,
Ly their respect for authority, by their moderagion and by thei patience in submitting to
o under which ey wuffr. For if the halfroeds. mad” wead ther right to
elext tigmutives ¥hin justly attacked, and when the law left them unprotected,
where would ﬂm Province be?  Not only has our cmuluu always been conformable to
but more than this, we are loyal and devoted to the
Queen. In the autumn of 1871, on the simplo appeal of the L
all were assembled to mare), against the Fenians at Permbine, 4; (e vory i
were considered in (‘mm«h as a_population of ands, 50 that Gove
knowing the danger i o lived, was constrained, i g I
him in uniting (lm yopl\l'\h to a would use his personal
authority to protect us so long as the Province wa oned by the Fenians.,  We
anlted Gor peaple with no litle duiculy, endeavoring to induce them to forget the
ground of i just ndignation. We served tho public cause—the caso of the Govern-
ent. Has the Government remennbered our servicest—on tho contrary, wo would sup-
e the Government was angry with us. Haa it not been charged as n
Awblbdd that he gave vs his hand? nor did the Government come t
his conductagainst public_ opinion. Tt did not avail itself of the opportunity of doing
justice to us, or of cn\u\mgju!flr’r to be done lo us; they even have rejected us and
B e ] ot e, O the B0 Do e g
wmen go to St Vital, they ener like Lrigunds at Madasae Riols house saying that they
came in the Queen’s name with a warrant against Louis Ricl, whom they sought every-
where with arms in their hands, upsetting everything in the house, insulting, outraging
and feloniously hreatening with their frvarms tho women i ho Louse Up
‘moment these malefactors have been q.m and even treated with consideration (menagés).
Tn the heginning .yrnxm, the Proclamation of the Governor cf Ontario, against the
pretended murderers of Seott, was excit gm,..m in Manitoba, Tn order not to be the.
oceasion of violent agitation in our young and beloved Province, and for the purpose
of screening tho Goverzment at Otfawa, who, instead of protecting us against the

)
£
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Proclamation, complained that our presence in the Province gave the opposition a protext
and power aguinst us, we agreed to leave the country for a time. We then went to
reside at St. Paul’s. A member of the Federu] Parlsment, trampling all justico undor
i feet, came to disturb us in ou n the 17th of March, he formed and began
o carry out n the very apital o Miniiols, ¥ conspiracy w'mnat u Hisplan vt to
enter clandest e hotel where wo were living, open our trunks, and carry
of the Ty cspectng he troubles of 69 and 70, amd
pecting our agreement with the Government at Ottawa.  On the 28th April, two men
B e e withos neun diriog 049 night at a fire, discussed measures for
taking our lives, and thus securing the §5,000 which the Proclamation of the Goveraor
of Ontario bad offersd for e pretended mordorers of Soott. On the 80tk April,at
Bmckpnri(lg supposed to be e of this same hou. member,
whose iniquitous ¢ Ao s had a4 S
the hotel where we were unil a late hour of the night,
out. These facts are supported by affidavi
e mwany similar facts, but these three are suffici
injury tho policy of the Gover:uient of Canaca inlits upon as; for bad it beee althfal
10 its agreement with us, should we be thus threatened and persceuted everywhere and
relentlessly | When we had sacrificed ourselves; when, through a puro pisit of moders.
tion, in order (o fucilitate, as the Goves ut hoped, ihe advancement of tho goneral
interests, we suppressed for a time our ands in the presence of its nocessities,
should wo not e trated Wit than o
the Iast Federal election we think ¢ soted Loy o dlecing b we
the Dt o Militia. Four days afterwards at 5 Bonitace they oleston of Salki
were attacked in every possiblo way, even by whote,
n Provencher in the interest of one of the
were found to leave us unprotected aguinst
gur enemics and our good sesvices, 2o fur from Luig appreciated, are moro tha, ever
turned to accor i arsel v
U451 e, Daithars o pablio order, they can all, whoever they may be, move
about frecly and defy ere in Winnipeg. They can show themselves even
in our courts of justice to the grievous seandal and alarm of honest men, merely to laugh
at our laws and show clearly in the eyes of the world that we may at any moment find
ourselves plunged in the horrors of anarchy. The Minister of Justics, however, at
iy H B B " .

(Here a page of the original M.S.S. is suid to have been lost before reacking the
Liewtenant-Governor of Mavitoba.

In bis public speeches and in his political harangues speaks of only one thing,
hanging us because we do not devote ourselves to the defonce of the interests of our
Province. The Government at Ottawa is honle to us Wo understand it Tt
simply wishes our ruin. To attain this object it endeavors to ratuitously from
the entire political situation an oce , Tirsd st B every velat of viow:
They desiv to Julge s occureaco abistractedly from all tho circumstances which
brought it about, and aldhough this occurence was the act of a Government whose lo

ficial despatehes, and by dealing with it officially with the
Tlowiédee and n sivh o il the werld during almost, the whole of one Session of Par-
liument, although the ocearrence was the act of a Government in the exercise of its funcs
tions endeavoring to prevent a catastroph, defending 4 best it could onder nd peace
against madmen, against declarations of war, conspiracies withot end, and every kind of
felony, they desire to throw the eatire responsibility upon private individua

B0 S 60 it s ok Lion pardoned by the Prodaiiion ot Bl
Generd duing the winter of {860 and 70. Lot then ¢ 1l s ho Aay,tho month, the year
rhen this Proclamation was published in ihe <o le them explain afterwards

it hup]aenn that an amnesty is granted to the deuingogues who have plotted so actively
the troubicsof 1963 and 70, who Live brought about the assembly of men so illegally sum-

RiMic
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oned together at Kildonan, seeing that two murders wero commitied, and who to-day
are allowed to fill the honorable seat of representatives of the people in the House o
Commons.
“The Government, at Ottawa ncts towards us as an_encin
put in foree the principles of protection which it recognized in treating with our delegates,
and which it then bound itself publicly to put in force, even before faking possession of
the country. This false policy on its part causes us to suffer frightfully, and has occasion
for more than two years u public strife, dangerous and inimical to the interests of the
rovi

inasmuch as it refuses to

B o Otlavs Govoramons vacs vk oora Sghinet b v A
‘management of our local affairs, as to show clearly that its political interests ave incom-
fatib wili ours. Bo thas as it may,it s oar business to demand, and.to find i Genac

Confederation, that pemnll security and that public liberty which we require and
is our undoubted right.

(Signed,) Louis Ruer,
" A. L. Lerise.
St. Vital, Manitoba, 31d January, 1873.
No. 150.
Secretary of State to Lieut.-Governor Morris.
OFFICE oF THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE PROVINCES,
13th Feb, 1873,
I have the honor to acknowlodgo the receipt of your confidential denpacl, No.
6, of 10t ultimo, fransmitting a copy of a document signel Ly Touis Riel and &. L
Lepine, and handed to yon by A. Beauchemin, Esq., M.P.P., on the subject of the

troubles at Red River during the winter of 1860-70.
T have, &e.,
(Signed,)
The Hon. A. Morris, Secrotary of it ot tha Poviiied
Lieut.-Governor,
Fort, Garry.

No. 151.
The Earl of Dufferin to the Earl of Kimberley.
rrawA, June 6th, 1873,
My Loa,—ave the honor to transuit herowith an approved Minute of the
rivy Council of the Dominion, relating to the question of an amnesty for
e 152, nitted during the ditarbances in the Red River Setlemeiis¥in
1809

My responsible advisers request me to_convey to Your Lordship the desire of the
Canadian Government, that Her Majesty’s Imperial Government should take the circnm-
stances of the ease into consideration.

T have, &e.,

The nghl Honorable

igued)  Durremis.
Tho Earl of Kinberley.

[For inute of Privy ot s referved to, see page 110.]

No. 152.
(Copy.) The Earl of Kimberley to the Earl of Dufferin.
Dowsixc Sagr, 24th July, 1873,
—Her M: lave given careful th

My Loxn, o
Minata of oo 1k of June of the Privy Council of the Dominion transmitted in your

despatch, No. 144, of the 6th of June, and [ have now the honor to acquaint you With
their views on the matier submitted to them by the Dominion Government,
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Tn the first place T must briefly refer to that part of the minute in which the Privy
Council state their belief that that the power to grant an amnesty rests only with Her
Majesty, as Her Majesty's Government are not prepared to assent wnreservedly fo that
opinion.

‘T'wo reasons are advanced for this belief.

First, that the occurrences took place beforo the Hudson'’s Bay Teritory w
acquired by the Domiaion ; and Secondly, that the exercise of the power of pardoning is
limited by the Royal instrictions to the case of individual criminals after conviction, and
that the Governor General does not. possess the power of granting a general amiesty
before trial.

As to the first poiut, the facts are, that during the time of the disturbance the
tertitory of Rupert’s Land was under the Hudson’s Buy Company ; that it was under the
direct control of the Crown from the 22nd of June, 1570, to the [5th July of the same.
year, and that since that date it has been under the Dominion Governmont.

So far then as regards offences committed beforo the 22nd of June, there is ground
for the argument that the offences having been committed bofore the Canadian Govern
‘ment had control over the T an_amnesty should issne directly from Her Majesty.

n the other hand, 1 am advised that inasmuch as the Canadian Courts had, under

the Imperial Act 43, Geo. 11, ¢. 135, as extended by the Act 1 and 2, Geo. IV, c. 66,

concurrent jurisdiction with the Courts established by the Hudson's Bay Company, over

crimes and offences committed in the territory of the Company, and as the former Courts

would have to try Riel or other like offenders if now arrested and brought to Justioe, the
rernor General could properly issue a Proclamation of amnesty.

And, assuming this to be within the power of the Governor General, no diffculty
arises upon the secont reforred to by the Privy Couneil. It is trae, that by the
Governor General's Commission, the power of purdon vested in him is in ferms limited
to cases whero there has been a conviction, but the question whether . Governor conld
issue a general amnesty was fully considered in 1871, upon n esse raised by the Governor
of New Zealand, and in my circular despatch of the 1st of November, 171, it was stated
as the opinion of Her Majesty's Government that if a Governor is authorized by Hor
Majesty’s Government to proclim a pardon to certain political offenders or rebels, he can
do's0, and that if he is not instructed from ome to grant a pardon, he can issue &
Proclamation, as was done in New Zealand in 1865 by Sir George Grey, to the effect that
all persons who had bore arus aguinst the Queen should never bo prosecuted for st
offences, except in gertai cases of murder. Such a Proclumation would practically havo,
the same effect as  pardon.

Considering, hower King out of these disturbances at
the Red River the territory now forming the Province of Manitoba was not under the
control of Canada, and that the Dominion Government have formally ‘requested the
mperial Government to. deal with the question of the amnesty, Her Mujosty’s Govern-
ment are willing to_take upon themselves tho responsibility of instructing your Lordship
a8 to the terms of the proclamation to be issued ; and they are of opinion that the bost
course would be that, by such proclamation, an amnesty should be granted for all offences
committed during the disturbance at Red River in 1869-70, except the murder of Soott,

But as_the Dominion Government are now_respousitle for the affairs of Manitoba—
and any decision as to an wmnesty must necessarily have an important influence on those
affairs—Her Majesty’s Government desire, before any instructions are given to your Lord-
ship to this effect, to know whether your Ministers have any objection to the issuo of an
amnesty limited in the manner proposed.

that at the time of the bre

KinpeRLEy.
Governor General
The Right Honorable,
1 of Dufferin, K.P., K C.B,,

ke, &e,)
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